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May 2008 UNIAN Poll conducted by the 


















 Surprise start (Happy New Year!)
 First Decree – Thanks Boris…
 Election
 Consolidation of Power
 Terrorist Attacks and Chechnya
 Rise of Gazprom, Lukoil…
 War on Terror
Sign of things to come
 Kursk (’00)
 Dubrovka (’02) and Beslan (’04)
 Media repression
Reporters Without Borders 2008 Rankings 
for Media Freedom













Sign of things to come
 Yukos 
 Competition 









Russian Arms Sales 
2008












 Relocation of War Memorial (April 2007)
 Language Policy
 Russians Abroad
 Demonstrations (1,000+ arrested, 1 killed)
 Cyber Attacks
 Irony of Ximki Monument
Georgian Crisis
 Georgia
– Abkhazia and South Ossetia
– Response to aggression or pre-meditated attack?
– NATO expansion
Déjà vu?
 Gorbachev and Putin
 Georgia (’89) and the Baltics (’91)
Military Expansion
 Resumed flight and naval exercises
 Shanghai Cooperative Organization
 CIS Collective Security Treaty Organization
 To address “Creeping Expansion of Mysterious and Unpredictable China” and 











Issues on the horizon…
 Economic woes (Oil, Infrastructure, No dollars for you!)
 European Missile Shield – Poland, Czech Republic
 Influence in “Near Abroad”
 President-elect Obama
 Winter Olympics 2014




 New Presidential term
 Putin in 2012 (or sooner…)
 Personal wealth at risk
Questions?
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